CONSTITUTION OF THE WIDNES & DISTRICT

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

(Adopted at the Annual General Meeting on the 10th day of February 2004)

1. Name

The name of the society shall be the Widnes & District Horticultural Society.

2. Objects

The objects of the society shall be:

· To promote the interest of gardening and to take joint action for the benefit of members; and

· To arrange for instruction in horticulture, lectures, discussions, exhibitions, competitions and to distribute literature.

3. Members

The society shall consist of all people interested in the objects of the society whose application for membership has been approved by the Committee.  Only members shall be eligible to receive trophies presented at the society’s competitions.

4. Entrance fees and subscriptions

Every member shall pay an annual subscription of such sum as shall be determined by the Annual General Meeting.  Subscriptions shall be payable in advance by 1st March each year.  Any member who is three months or more in arrears shall be deemed to have ceased to be a member, unless the Committee decides there are special extenuating circumstances.

5. Officers

The society’s officers shall be a President, Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary and Auditors who shall, with the exception of the Auditors, be ex officio members of the Committee.  The committee shall have power to co-opt as necessary.

6. Committee

The affairs of the society shall be conducted by a Committee of not less than ten members.  The committee and other officers shall retire at the Annual General Meeting, but shall be eligible for re-election.  Unless otherwise determined, a quorum at committee meetings shall be not less than six members (including at least two officers).  Casual vacancies shall be filled by the committee and the members so appointed shall continue in office until the next Annual General Meeting.

7. General meetings

The Annual General Meeting, at which the audited accounts and secretary’s report shall be submitted, and the officers for the ensuing year elected, and other General Meetings, shall be held at such times as the Committee or General Meeting may determine.  Ten members shall form a quorum and, in the case of equal voting, the Chairman shall have a casting vote.  Special General Meetings shall be called upon receipt of a written requisition signed by at least ten members and stating the purpose for which the meeting is to be convened.

8. Funds

The Committee shall open and maintain a banking account or accounts at a bank selected by the Committee in the name of the society and all monies received from any source by the Secretary or Treasurer on behalf of the society shall be paid into such account(s).  Cheques shall be signed any two of the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.

9. Audit

An audit shall be carried out by the auditors elected for that purpose and their report submitted to the Annual General Meeting.

10. Winding-up or dissolution

The society shall be wound up automatically should any of the offices of President, Chairman, Treasurer or Secretary be not filled, or the members of the Committee fall below six, at the Annual General Meeting.  A resolution for winding-up or dissolution, signed by at least ten members, shall be considered at a Special General Meeting, and shall be carried by a majority of those members present and voting.  At such meeting, any monies remaining after settlement of all outstanding commitments shall be donated to a local charity nominated by the committee winding up the society’s affairs.

Ammendmant.
At the monthly committee meeting dated January 13th 2016  Stating that any trophies that could be returned to a family member should be carried out. 
